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More water pipes 
break in warm spell 


City dispatches crews to deal with backlog as cold returns 


By IAN DUNCAN 
The Baltimore Sun 


Mild weather on the heels of a long- 
lasting deep freeze has caused the ground 
under Baltimore to shift, breaking more 
water mains and leaving more customers’ 
taps dry, city officials said. 

Rudy Chow, the city’s director of public 
works, said Friday that the effect on water 
pipes of the freezing and thawing is like 
someone squeezing a plastic bottle. Even- 
tually something breaks 

“The reality is we’re bracing for more 


main breaks,” Chow said. 

The department, which provides water 
to about 400,000 customers in Baltimore 
and Baltimore County, now has a backlog 
of 132 broken mains, 1243 customers 
complaining of no water and 2,017 reports 
of water leaks. 

Chow said Friday during a news confer- 
ence at his department’s emergency com- 
mand center that he was aiming to clear as 
much of the outstanding work before 
temperatures plunge again. 

“We're going to try get all these things 
See PIPES, page 13 


ALGERINA PERNA/BALTIMORE SUN 
George Sherrod, a heavy equipment op- 
erator for the Department of Public 
Works, opens up a street. 


KARL MERTON FERRON/BALTIMORE SUN 
Former NFL linebacker Aaron Maybin, an instructor at Matthew A. Henson Elementary School, leads his creative arts and literacy 
class. Maybin took an active role on social media to let people know about heating problems in schools during the recent cold snap. 


From the NFL to local 
activist for city students 


When Baltimore schools went cold, Aaron Maybin used social media to help kids 


By JEFF BARKER 
The Baltimore Sun 


Aaron Maybin sat in a West Baltimore 
elementary school library that was re- 
cently without heat and boomed a ques- 
tion at five students: “Do you think that 
this school matters to the city?” 

A few of the kids shook their heads 
vigorously. 


“Tf it was really cold — the lights came 


out — they should have did something 
about it,’ third-grader Adrianna Carter 
said. “A lot of people are getting sick.” 

“Exactly? Maybin said. 

Maybin, the NFL linebacker-turned-art 
teacher, was not trying to stir hopeless- 
ness, but to teach the powers of advocacy. 

As plumbing and heating problems left 
students around the city shivering follow- 
ing winter break, Maybin enlisted citizens 
to fill in where he believes elected officials 


have failed. 

Maybin, an artist and poet, teaches 
visual arts as a contractor at Matthew A. 
Henson Elementary School. When the 
temperature inside the school dipped 
toward 40 degrees in the first week back at 
school, he took to his phone to vent. 

The former first-round pick of the 
Buffalo Bills commands a Twitter follow- 
ing of more than 26,000 people. Still, he 
See MAYBIN, page 14 
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After veto override, 
Hogan asks that 
changes be considered 


By MICHAEL DRESSER 
The Baltimore Sun 


The Maryland Senate voted Friday to 
override Gov. Larry Hogan’s veto of a bill 
requiring employers to provide paid sick- 
leave to hundreds of thousands of Maryland 
workers. 

The legislation, which was approved by 
the House of Delegates on Thursday, 
becomes law in 30 days unless the General 
Assembly acts to delay its implementation 
— something Senate President Thomas V. 
Mike Miller said he’s willing to do. 

Hogan put up a vigorous fight to pick off a 
few Democrats in each chamber to sustain 
his veto. His efforts fell short, however. 

The Senate voted 30-17 for the override. 
That was one more vote than the bill 
received in the Senate last year. 

Sen. Bobby Zirkin, a Baltimore County 
Democrat who opposed the bill last year, 
switched his vote to support the override. 

After the vote, Hogan spokeswoman 
Amelia Chasse issued a statement urging 
lawmakers to change the bill they just 
passed to bring it closer to the “compro- 
mise” bill the governor had offered as an 
alternative. 

"Now that this political posturing is over, 
it's time for the legislature to get down to 
the business of fixing the serious flaws in 
this bill that Senator [Thomas M. “Mac”] 
Middleton and numerous others openly 
acknowledged,” Chasse said. “Given their 
own admission that [the bill] will hurt small 
businesses, we urge legislators to fast-track 
the governor’s Small Business Relief Tax 
Credit to ensure employers aren’t forced to 
close their doors and lay off their employ- 
ees.” 

Middleton, the Charles County Democ- 
rat who chairs the Finance Committee, said 
See SENATE, page 14 
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MARYLAND 


ROCA QUESTIONS: Some members of the 
city’s legislative delegation ask whether 
Mayor Catherine Pugh’s request for funding 
of the Roca program for young men with 
histories of arrests is the most effective use of 
the money. NEWS PG 2 


SUSPECT IN CUSTODY: Police have ar- 
rested one of two suspects in the killing in 
Fells Point last month of Baltimore Tattoo 
Museum employee Jim Forrester. NEWS PG 2 
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Trump’s slur provokes a strong reaction 


Despite president’s denial, 
condemnation is widespread 


From wire services 


WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump on Friday denied using certain 
“language” during a private meeting with 
lawmakers as fury spread over his com- 
ments about immigrants. But neither he nor 
the White House disputed the most contro- 
versial of his remarks: using the word 
“shithole” to describe African nations and 
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saying he would prefer immigrants from 
countries like Norway instead. 

Trump’s comments came during an Oval 
Office meeting at which he questioned why 
the US. would accept more immigrants 
from Haiti and “shithole countries” in 
Africa as he rejected a bipartisan immigra- 
tion deal, according to one participant and 
people briefed on the extraordinary Oval 
Office conversation. 

“The language used by me at the DACA 
meeting was tough, but this was not the 
language used,’ Trump insisted in a series 
of Friday morning tweets. “What was really 
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tough was the outlandish proposal made — 
abig setback for DACA” 

But Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin, the only 
Democrat in the room, disputed the presi- 
dent’s account. “He said these hate-filled 
things, and he said them repeatedly,’ 
Durbin said. He added, “When the question 
was asked about Haitians he said, ‘Haitians? 
Do we need more Haitians?’ ” 

Trump took issue with the characteriza- 
tion of his comments on Haiti. The 
Washington Post reported that, during the 
meeting, Trump said immigrants from 
See TRUMP, page 13 


